
 



Publishers, Hollywood Take Liking to Laguna 
Niguel Author’s Novels 
By ALISHA GOMEZ  

Sunday, May 22, 2011 

 

Laguna Niguel resident and author Alyson Noël is helping to fill a seemingly insatiable appetite among 

publishers and Hollywood producers for young adult novels featuring teens facing the supernatural. 

Noël, a contemporary and young adult author, recently struck a deal with Summit Entertain-ment—the studio 

behind the ―Twilight‖ mo-vies—to turn her ―The Immortals‖ and ―Riley Bloom‖ books into TV series or 

movies. 

The six-book ―The Immortals‖ series follows a young woman who escapes death and returns with the power to 

read people‘s thoughts when she touches them. 

―Riley Bloom‖ features a secondary character from the ―Immortal‖ novels. 

Summit Entertainment paid six figures for an 18 month option on both series‘. 

―It‘s an area of the market that remains big,‖ said Rachel Deahl, a senior news editor at trade publication 

Publishers Weekly. 

Booming Market 

―Harry Potter,‖ ―Twilight‖ and now ―Hunger Games‖ all have fueled interest in the young adult and children‘s 

market, according to Deahl. 

Noël‘s also sold rights to a contemporary novel, ―Fly Me to the Moon,‖ to director Ridley Scott‘s production 

company. 

Part of the lure for Hollywood and publishers: paranormal or fantasy books appeal to a broad audience. 

―About 40% of my readers are adults,‖ Noël said. ―I love that these boundaries don‘t exist anymore, and that 

the books are just engaging for people who want to read them.‖ 

The young adult market is one publishing area where there‘s still a lot of money being spent, Deahl said. 
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―There‘s a lot of high-figure acquisitions being done,‖ she said. ―That speaks to the intense popularity of the 

market.‖ 

For Noël, film or TV rights also means better publishing deals. She recently struck a $3 million deal before 

bonuses with St. Martin Press for a new series, ―Soul Seekers,‖ due in 2012. 

An Orange County native, Noël grew up in Yorba Linda with little money. She dabbled in college but left to 

start work. 

She‘s held a number of jobs, including flight attendant. 

She became inspired to write ―The Immortals‖ series after losing three loved ones in five months. Shortly after, 

her husband found out he had leukemia. He‘s now in remission. 

Five years ago, she quit and started writing full time. 

―I just couldn‘t live in the world the same way anymore,‖ Noël said. ―I was sort of on a quest to find comfort 

and answers, and I started reading metaphysical and afterlife books. That‘s how I got the idea for the ‗The 

Immortals.‘‖ 

There was a lot of early rejection, she said. 

―I got rejected by just about everybody,‖ Noël said. ―As much as it hurt, it forced me to figure out why. They 

were all saying the same thing: You have a great voice, but the plot needs work.‖ 

So Noël went back to the drawing board. She attended writing classes. She took the advice of one agent and 

read a book on plots, ―Story,‖ by Robert McKee. 

By page 25 she said she knew what she was doing wrong. 

―I was ruthless with my manuscript,‖ Noël said of the editing process. 

She‘s been with her publishing company—St. Martin‘s Press, part of Britain‘s Macmillan Publishers Ltd.—

since the beginning. 

She started pitching her first novel back in 2002. In 2004 it got picked up by an agent. 

Her first seven books were contemporary stories. She kept coming back to the young adult genre, somehow 

always finding a teen protagonist in her stories. Her first agent who sat her down and said she had the makings 

of a young adult novelist. 

Childhood Influence 

Writing about teens is close to her heart, Noël said. 

She grew up poor with divorced parents, the youngest of three girls. 

Noël said she is driven by her upbringing. 

―Because of my background, I don‘t know if you ever reach any amount of money where you feel secure,‖ she 

said. 

It was right before ―Evermore,‖ her first book in the ―Immortals‖ series, was published in the U.S. that she 

noticed things taking off. The book already was big in Germany and was being bid on by several publishers 

there and in other countries. Then the New York Times and Publishers Weekly noticed. 



―That was the moment that I went, ‗Huh, maybe I can make a living off of this,‘‖ Noël said. 

It took 15 years to write her first book, Noël said. Now it takes three to six months to write a book, she said. 

Noël works every day, weekends and holidays, too, she said. 

Her literary agent serves as her film agent. She has one assistant. Her husband acts as her lawyer and manager, 

though she used an entertainment lawyer for the Hollywood deals. She also has a foreign rights agent. 

―The Immortals‖ books have been translated into more than 37 languages and have been sold in 50 countries. 

Gomez is a former Business Journal editor and freelance writer based in Long Beach. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COVER STORY 

Alyson Noël 
No. 1 New York Times Best-selling author of young adult novels 

20 WOMEN TO WATCH, CONTINUED ...Published: March 01, 2011 
 
 

 

  

Hometown: Laguna Niguel 

 
Age: 46 

 
Family: Married, no kids 

 
First job: When I was 16, I was a member of the Bullock‘s Department store Teen Board, which led to a job 

in the Women‘s Suits department. 

 
Worst job: During my 20s, I lived in Mykonos, Greece, for seven years, where I spent one summer helping 

to open a new hotel – a job that involved, among other things, everything from working the front desk, to 

tending bar, to cleaning rooms. Cleaning rooms was, hands down, the absolute worst job I‘ve ever had! 

 
Biggest break: Well, there were two – selling my debut novel, ―Faking 19,‖ in a two-book deal to St. 

Martin’s Press back in 2004. I‘m now under contract with them for 21 books. And ―Evermore‖ hitting the 

New York Times best-sellers list for 41 weeks – 10 of those weeks at No. 1. It opened up a whole new world 

of readers that I hadn‘t accessed before. 

 
Secret to your success: Perseverance is key. When I first started out, I had no idea how difficult it was to 

break in, but instead of getting derailed by those early rejections, I vowed to work harder.  

 
Advice to other women in business: I know it‘s a cliché, but always go with your gut. I‘ve yet to regret 

a decision that was based on my instincts, though I‘ve regretted plenty that were led by my head! 

 
Favorite all-time book: The two books that changed my life early on are ―Are You There God? It‘s Me, 

http://us.macmillan.com/smp.aspx
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Margaret,‖ by Judy Blume. I read it in sixth grade and was blown away by its realness, and I knew that 

someday I wanted to try to write like that, too. And ―Catcher in the Rye,‖ by J.D. Salinger. I was a high school 

misfit and could really relate to Holden‘s feelings of isolation. Both of those books made me realize that a 

good story could be a transcendent experience. 

 

With more than 5 million copies in print, Alyson Noël‘s books have been published in 36 countries and have 

been best-sellers here and abroad. 

 

In 2010, her middle-grade ―Immortals‖ spin-off, the ―Riley Bloom‖ series, sold to St. Martin‘s Press for seven 

figures. Most recently, Noël signed another seven-figure deal for a new young adult series, ―Soul Seekers,‖ to 

be published by St. Martin‘s Press in 2012. 

     

As if that wasn‘t enough, film rights for her adult novel ―Fly Me to the Moon‖ have been optioned to Fox 

2000, and rights for the ―Immortals‖ and ―Riley Bloom‖ series have been optioned by a major studio. 

     

―I may be biased, but these days some of the best writing out there can be found on the Young Adult shelves,‖ 

Noël says. ―There‘s such poetry and immediacy to the storytelling, and it‘s the only way for an adult to 

experience all of those wonderful firsts once again!‖ 
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JULY 26, 2010, 2:00 PM ET 

Immortals author Alyson Noël Signs 7-Figure 
Deal For New Series 
 

By Gina Bernal 

 
Nancy Villere 

 

While other publishers continue their search for the next Stephenie Meyer, St. Martin‟s Press is putting its 

money behind a certifiable home-grown success. Alyson Noël, author of the internationally bestselling 

Immortals series, has signed a new four-book contract with St. Martin‟s Griffin imprint, brokered by Bill 

Contardi of Brandt & Hochman Literary Agents. A spokesperson for the author shared the details of the deal 

exclusively with Speakeasy, saying Noël will receive a “healthy seven-figures with additional performance 

bonuses that could double that.” The exact amount was not revealed but confirmed to be a “multi-million” 

dollar advance. St. Martin‟s hopes to publish the new Soul Seeker series starting in 2012. 

Noël has been with the publisher since her 2005 debut, but it was 2009‟s Evermore, the first book of the 

young adult paranormal Immortals series, that catapulted her onto bestseller lists. Currently, the Immortals 

can be found at #5 on the New York Times Children‟s Series list—just under media-fueled 

franchises Twilight, Percy Jackson, Pretty Little Liars and Diary of a Wimpy Kid. The latest book, Dark 

Flame, debuted at #6 on WSJ‟s best seller list and Radiance, the first in an Immortals spin-off series, 

releases in September. Noël‟s only adult novel, Fly Me to the Moon, was recently optioned for development 

by Ridley Scott‟s Scott Free Productions. 



We spoke with the author about her new series, making it big and writing paranormal in aTwilight-dominated 

market. 

Can you tell us about the series you’ve just signed a new deal for? Is it set in the Immortals world? 

It‟s a young adult supernatural novel and it‟s a completely new world. The Immortals is set in Laguna Beach, 

California, and this book is going to be set in the Southwest, most likely New Mexico. So it‟s going to have a 

very different atmosphere, landscape and feel, and it‟ll explore themes of Shamanism and the ability to walk 

through the Upperworld and the Underworld and to walk amongst the dead. It‟s about a 16-year-old girl who 

is quite different from Ever, the protagonist in the Immortals series, who starts suffering the symptoms of 

what appears to be a psychotic break. But her grandmother recognizes it for what it is: her heredity ability—

her father had it as well—to walk between the Upperworld and the Underworld. 

What do you think was the moment you really felt you’d arrived as a writer? 

I think there were two. Seeing Faking 19, my debut novel, on the bookshelf; I had a very nerdy moment 

where I went to all the local bookstores with my mom just so we could stand in front of it and gape. I was 

raised by a single mom and we really struggled financially growing up and she sacrificed a lot in order to 

keep a roof over my head. She‟s the one that shared with me the joy and magic of books, so sharing that 

moment with her and going to all those bookstores and geeking in the middle of the aisle was a pretty „I-

can‟t-believe-this-is-happening‟ moment. That was the first one, and then I would say getting the phone call 

from my editor and finding out about [Evermore making] the New York Times and USA Today lists. 

With Twilight having saturated media in general, there are people who roll their eyes and think this 

genre needs to go away. What would you say to naysayers? 

Anytime anything becomes as hugely iconic as Twilight has, there is always a backlash effect that follows 

where people roll their eyes at everything else in the genre as well and think it‟s a „me, too‟ or copycat. But 

there‟s so many different paranormal variables out there in these stories that we‟re telling, and for mine I 

really explore a lot of metaphysical themes. I explore reincarnation. I explore the question of mortality versus 

immortality. And I think—other than the books sharing a love story—that the theme and what the books are 

really about and the questions I explore are entirely different from what [Stephenie Meyer‟s] doing and from 

what a lot of other people are doing as well. So I wouldn‟t be so quick to group all the paranormal books 

asTwilight copycats and wannabes. There‟s so many great stories out there and they all have something 

interesting and unique to say. 

 

 



 
Immortals' author thanks Troy High teacher 
By LORI BASHEDA 

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 

lbasheda@ocregister.com 

Story Highlights 
Read a Q&A with Alyson Noel in July, 2009. 

Take note, high school English teachers. 

The next time you ask your students to write, say, an essay on Tolstoy, and some student instead turns in a short 
story that has nothing to do with anything remotely Russian, go with it. 

 
Author Alyson Noel poses with her published books at the Laguna Beach Bookstore. 
ANA P. GUTIERREZ, FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 

MORE PHOTOS » 

That's what a Troy High School teacher did back in 1983. 

And best-selling author Alyson Noel says that if he hadn't, there's a good chance teens across the country wouldn't 
be gobbling up her new hit book series, "The Immortals." 

"I didn't fit in," Noel says of her high school days. "I didn't belong. I couldn't wait to get out of high school." 

But then one day in her senior year English class, the one class she didn't routinely cut, the teacher announced that a 
student had turned in a story that was very good and he wanted to read it aloud. 

"Oh, he's gonna read a story, she remembers thinking. "Nap time." 

Then she heard the words. Gulp. The story was hers. 

Twenty-two years later, when Alyson got her first book, "Faking 19," published in 2005, she returned to Troy High to 
hand a copy of it to that teacher, Mr. Fares Sawaya, opening it up to the page where she thanks him for sending her 
on her way. 

That's not to say that Alyson stopped cutting class after that magical moment when she heard her teacher reading 
her words aloud. She just started using her down time while cutting class to write stories. 

••• 
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I met Alyson for lunch one afternoon at Olamendi's Mexican Restaurant in Monarch Beach, just down the road from 
the Laguna Beach house where she and her husband Sandy live. She was well put together, warm and friendly. And 
I had a hard time envisioning her as a high school slacker. 

Alyson said she didn't start to slide until seventh grade when her dad, an architectural engineer, left her homemaker 
mom. Suddenly, the girl who once had a horse named Lucky in the backyard of her showy Yorba Linda home was 
eating frozen waffles for dinner. 

Her mom, Elaine, went to work for minimum wage at JCPenny. And to help put food on the table, Alyson got a job 
when she turned 16 in women's clothing at Bullock's after school and on weekends. 

Feeling alienated from her classmates for the first time ever, she worked out her feelings by writing diary entries, 
poems and short stories, mostly at night while listening to old Bowie or Clash records, at a desk in a corner of her 
bedroom. 

After high school, Alyson bounced around, at one point living in Mykonos, Greece, making jewelry and hand painting 
T-shirts. In 1994, she got a job as a flight attendant based in Manhattan. Five years later, while visiting Newport 
Beach, she met her future husband. Alyson told him on their first date that she wanted to be a writer. 

"He said, 'Oh, what are you writing?' 

"I thought, 'Oh my god, I'm not writing anything. I'm just talking about it.'" 

She had taken a few classes at Fullerton Community College after high school but never graduated. Now she signed 
up for an online writing class. A classmate, Susanne Dunlap, who has since written best-selling historical fiction, read 
one of her short stories and referred her to her agent. 

"Your voice is great but the plot is a mess," the agent wrote back. He told Alyson to read a copy of "Story," by 
screenwriting guru Robert McKee. She finished it in two days, went back through her story, cutting ruthlessly, and 
sent it back in. 

On Feb. 4, 2004, she says, laughing that she remembers the exact date, she got a call while returning a rental car at 
John Wayne Airport after a trip to Las Vegas. St. Martin's Griffin was signing her as its first young adult author, giving 
her $10,000 plus royalties for her first book. 

"I cried and screamed and all those things," she says. 

"Faking 19," a story about two high school friends, was published in 2005 and Alyson was signed to write more teen 
novels. 

Then her life took a dark turn. Within six months, her first love, skipper Gary Edwards, was killed when his crab boat, 
Big Valley, sank on the reality TV show, "Deadliest Catch," her mother-in-law died of thyroid cancer, her husband's 
twin brother died of pancreatic cancer and her husband was diagnosed with leukemia (he's in remission). 

Searching for answers and comfort, Alyson turned to books about the soul's journey, reincarnation and the afterlife. 
And that is how she gave birth to the protagonist of "The Immortals," a series of page turners which has sold about 3 
million copies and landed her on The New York Times' bestseller list for 55 weeks. 

Ever is a girl who loses her parents and little sister in a car wreck and almost dies herself. Through her near-death 
experience, she gains psychic powers and becomes "an immortal," reading her classmates' thoughts and auras at a 
fictitious high school called Bay View in Laguna Beach, while falling under the spell of the one boy whose mind she 
can't read. 

During this time, Alyson underwent hypnosis herself, doing some past life regressions with Yale-trained psychiatrist, 
author and frequent TV talk-show guest Brian Weiss. She doesn't want to get into specifics about the experience. 

"I saw some very interesting events that when all pieced together made some kind of interesting sense," she told me, 
laughing at how vague she was being. "Whether a past life or an archetype, I don't know. But it was interesting." 

She also did a three-day psychic development workshop with celebrity psychic (and Laguna Beach neighbor) James 
Van Praagh. During one telepathic exercise, she said, she was able to read an image someone was holding in their 
mind: A fluffy white dog. "It was really weird." 

The first book in "The Immortals," series, "Evermore," was published in early 2009. The fourth one, "Dark Flame," hits 
stores Tuesday (June 22). On Monday, Alyson will be at the Borders in Mission Viejo to sign copies. 

All high school slackers welcome.  Contact the writer: 714-932-1705 or lbasheda@ocregister.com 
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BEA 2010 Show Daily: Alyson Noel Steps onto Middle-Grade Turf  
By Sally Lodge  
May 25, 2010 

With more than 1.8 million books in print, Alyson Noël‟s the Immortals series has clearly scored a hit 

with teen readers. In Radiance (Square Fish, Sept.), the author makes her middle-grade debut, 
launching a paranormal series that‟s a spinoff of her bestselling YA series. At the center of the new 
story arc is Riley, first introduced in Evermore, the first Immortals novel, who is the younger sister of 
protagonist Ever. St. Martin‟s/Griffin will release Dark Flame, the fourth Immortals novel, next month. 

The idea for the middle-grade series came from Square Fish publisher Jean Feiwel, says Noël. “When 
Jean proposed this to me, I jumped at the chance to write about Riley again,” she recalls. “Riley ended 
up having a bigger part in Evermore than I‟d envisioned because I enjoyed writing her so much.” 

But the author had an initial moment of self-doubt. “Before I began to write Radiance, I went into a 
panic,” she says. “I‟m so used to writing for teens, and that‟s my state of mind anyway. No matter 
how old I really am, I am a teen in my head, so I thought, „How am I going to write for 12-year-olds 

or in the voice of a 12-year-old?‟ But I told myself not to worry about Riley‟s age, just recreate the 
character, and that worked.” Noël calls Radiance “one of the easiest books I‟ve ever written. It really 
flowed, and I enjoyed the entire process. And, honestly, that is not true of every book I write.” 

Noël published her first YA novel, Faking 19, back in 2005, while working as a flight attendant. “We‟d 
have a lot of downtime between flights, and of course delays, so I was constantly writing—on cocktail 

napkins or anything I could find,” says the author, who had been determined to become a writer since 
reading Judy Blume in sixth grade. She turned to writing full-time after September 11: “I knew that 
my job as flight attendant would never be the same. When we had to take pay cuts and do bomb 
searches, I realized that it was time to get serious about my writing.” 

After writing six subsequent novels, Noël decided to venture into paranormal fiction with the 
Immortals and didn‟t know how her readers would respond. “I didn‟t know what to expect, but it was 
a great and almost surreal moment when I realized that readers embraced it.” 
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